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In the 1947 session of the Alberta legislature, which began on 
Thursday, C.C.F. members, Elmer E. Roper and A. J. E. Liesemer, 
are looking forward to a busy six weeks. Although the C.C.F. has 


only two members in the house, in the 1944 election the party 


polled more than 70,000 votes for whom Messrs. Roper and Liesemer 


are expected to speak. 


One of the most utterly 
disappointing documents I have 
ever seen is the Report of the 
Royal Commission on Coal. The 
663-page volume is a good refer- 


ence book on coal and coal mining | 


in Canada, and a good review of 
past history. But, except for the 


minority report of Angus J. 
Morrison, it is a complete and 
utter flop as a chart for the 


future guidance of the govern- 
ments of Canada in dealing with 
an industry that hasn’t been able 
to stand on its own feet. The very 
fact that the Commission was ap- 
pointed was in itself an_ indict- 


ment of ‘free enterprise.’”’ From 


1928 to 1944 the people of Can- 


ada through the Dominion gov- 
ernment had dispensed $41,495,- 
000 as medicine for a sick indus- 
try. And most of the “enterprise” 
shown by a large section of the 
industry was used in hustling to 
Ottawa to obtain more and bigger 


handouts from the federal gov- 
ernment. 

of fe % 
The majority report of the 


Commission offers exactly nothing 
in the way of a cure. Mr. Morri- 
son mekes the only definite re- 
commendations and only he faces 
up to what is wrong with the in- 
dustry, especially in Nova Scotia. 
Much was made by the daily 
papers of the statement by the 
miners’ representative to the ef- 
fect that “nationalization would 
not necessarily improve the posi- 
tien of the mines, or prevent ulti- 
mate collapse of the’ industry.” 
But if one reads all of Mr. Morri- 
son’s statement it is seen that he 
believes thet nothing but complete 
modernization of the mines can 
make them pay, and he _ believes 
that it is the duty of the Dominion 
Steel and Coal Corporation to do 
that job, in return for aid already 
extended by the Canadian = gov- 
ornment. And if this is not done 
the government should consider 
“its further course of action.”’ He 


(Continued on Page 8) 


C.C.F. RADIO TALKS 


Edmonton, CJCA, 10:15 p.m. 
Saturday. 

Calgary, CFAC, 6:15 p.m. 
Saturday. 

Lethbridge, CJOC, 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday. 
Invite your friends and 


neighbors to listen in to these 
five-minute talks each week. 


», 


COLDWELL SCORES 


Insidious Attacks 


OTTAWA, (CPA).—“Insidious 
attacks are being made, in the 
name of a strange conception of 
Christian democracy quite foreign 
to the very fundamentals of Bri- 
tish democratic freedom,” M. J. 
Coldwell, C.C.F. leader, said in a 
Saskatchewan broadcast last Sun- 
day night during which he charged 
the Social Credit party with ‘‘be- 
coming more and more reaction- 
ary,” and ‘“arrogating to them- 
selves the name of Christian De- 
mocracy,’? even while they speak 
in defence of vested economic 
interests. 

Mr. Coldwell quoted a_ state- 
ment by Rev. C. R. Elliot of the 
Anglican Church, “in line,” Mr. 
Coldwell said, ‘‘with quite a num- 
ber of statements by conferences 
of the United Church of Canada, 
and of other Protestant Churches, 
as well as those in recent Papal 
Encyclicals.” 

Food For Thought 


In contrast to Mr. Low’s 
“Christian Democracy,” this Angli; 
can statement ~ reproached — the 
Church because: “She has not in- 
sisted that the earth was created 
for the benofit of ALL God’s 
people; she has not even expected 
from her members the mutual in- 
terest und love for one another 
that Christians should have. And 
sho has allowed tho natural re- 
sources of the world to bo tied up 
for the benofit of u few with a self- 
ish profit metive; she has allowed 
man to be onslaved to the whims 
and dictates of vested intorests; 
she has allowed political systems 
which were controlled by vested 


(Continued on page 8) 


Increase in 
Pay Refused 
N.S. Miners 


Men Leave Pits As Company 
And Government Fail To 
Meet Demands 


15,000 ARE OUT 

OTTAWA, (CPA) .— The 
coal mines of Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick closed 
down at midnight, with al- 
most 15,000 miners out on 
strike, because of a failure to 
méet the wage increase de- 
mands of $1.40 a day which 
Commissioner Carroll termed 
“fully justified.” 

That was the situation as 
the miners’ union representa- 
tives saw it, when they arrived 
in Ottawa on the 15th to meet 
with government and union 
officials. The investigator had 
made his report, while miners 
returned to work for two weeks 
at the request of the minister of 
labor. But the report is unaccept- 
able in some respects to both 
company and union. 

“The whole issue depends on 
government policy now,” Freeman 
Jenkins, president of the union 
loval, told CPA in Ottawa. “The 
companies are just sittiny back 
like a third party, saying they 
can’t meet increased wages with- 

(Continued on page &) 


S.C. RACE HATRED wigcx “PARLIAMENT 


OPENS ON FRIDAY 


First open. session of the 
mock parliament at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta will be held 
in Convocation Hall on Friday, 
February 28, from 7 to 10 p.m., 


with Prime Minister Harold 
Bronson heading the _ C.C.F. 
government. 


It is expected that the pro- 
ceedings will be broadcast over 
CKUA from 7 to 9 p.m. 

The second session is sche- 
duled for the first week in 
March with debate continuing 
on the speech from the throne, 
following which a vote of confi- 
dence will be moved. 

Donald V. Smiley has been 
added to the C.C.F. cabinet as 


minister of economic affairs. 


HON. C. M. FINES 


in reviewing splendid record 
of the C.C.F. government in the 
legislature, pointed to the con- 
siderable profits made by the 


Sas- 


Crown’ corporations. in 
katchewan. 


RADIO TALKS ARE 
MADE POSSIBLE 
BY CONTRIBUTIONS 


— 


Fines Says 


People Now 
Paying Less 


Farm Debts In Saskatchewan 
Down $135 Million Since 
1944 


CROWN PROJECTS PAY 


REGIN A.— Contrary to 
charges by the opposition that 
provincial taxes have in- 
creased greatly under the 
present government, Provin- 
cial Treasurer C. M. Fines, 
speaking in the throne speech 
debate, declared that taxes 
had been reduced by approxi- 
mately $1,000,000 in the two. 
years the government had 
been in office. 

He pointed out that during the 
present fiscal year taxes will 
bring in an estimated $13,330,000 
(exclusive of hospitalization tax 
and automobile insurance premi- 
ums), compared with tax collec- 
tions during the last year of the 
provincial Liberal administration 


Now on three radio stations,/of $14,336,000. 


CJOC, Lethbridge at 6:00 p.m., 
CFAC, Calgary at 6:15 and 
CJCA, Edmonton, at 10:15, the 
C.C.F. radio broadcasts have a 
large and growing audience. The 
maintenance of such a program is 
made possible by the contribu- 
tions of those who want to sup- 
port this means of getting the 
C.C.F. message to the people. It 
costs about $50.00 per week. 


Contributors to the radio com- 
mittee fund will be happy to know 
that the listener response has 
heen most satisfactory. Every 
mail carries requests for sample 
copies of the People’s Weekly. 


Following were last week's 
donation to the fund: 
H. E. Bronson, 1.00; E. C. 


Bake, 1.00; E. P. G., 1.00; Mr. 
and Mrs. J. E. Liesemer, 2.00; 
Miss J. E. Porter, 1.00; Mrs. E. L. 
Fletcher, 5.00; A. Andrulevich, 
1.00; Mrs. A. M. Peters, 5.00; J. 
B. Mc., 3.00; F. J. Killoran, 1.00; 
Calgary C.C.F. Discussion Group, 
5.00; L. C. Craig, 1.00; E. G. 
McFarquhar, 1.00; Mrs. A. Mce- 
Laughlin, 1.00; Fred Miller, 1.00; 
E. M. Gunn, 1.00; F. Gehrman, 
1.00; Frank Wells, 1.00; W. 
Bootsman, 2.00; W. R. Stewart, 
2.00; Mrs. P. Gomuwka, 1.00; F. 
B. Mundy, 2.00. 


Government Refuses Any 
Information on Shipshaw 


_ Although Publicly Financed 


“Not In Public Interest" 


OTTAWA, (CPA).—Canadians 
paid for the whole of the Alumin- 
um plant and for 60% of the Ship- 
shaw power plant through special 
depreciation allowances arranged 
by the federal government, but it 
is “not in the public interest” to 
disclose what use is being made 
of them now, according to the 
answer given in the House of 
Commons to xe question by Stan- 


ley Knowles (C.C.F., 
North Centre). 

Mr. Knowles enquired whether 
the huge facilities are being used 
ta capacity and what price per 
pound is being charged for Cana- 
dian aluminum, The government 
replied, “The information being 
sought does not relate to public 
affairs and js not in the posses- 
sion of the government,” 


Winnipeg 


Liberal speakers, he suggest- 
ed should turn thoir attention 
to taxes collected in Saskatche- 
wan by the Federal government. 
These amounted to $55,836,000 
in 1943, and to them should be 
added the customs. duties of 
$29,000,000, making a total of 
$84,836,000 collected by the 
Dominion government in Sas- 
katchewan—six times as much 
as the provincial government 
collects. 

In response to Liberal criticisms 
of government requests for action 
by the Federal government, Mr. 
Fines outlined 15 points in the 


(Continued on page 8) 


Roper In CBC Talk 
Tuesday at 9:30 p.m. 


Elmer E. Roper, C.C.F. Pro- 
vincial Leader, will be heard in 
a C.B.C. provincial network 
broadcast on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 
at 9:30 p.m. It will be released 
through CFRN, Edmonton, and 
CFCN Calgary. 


CO-OP DRUG STORE 
OPENED IN REGINA 


OTTAWA, (CPA). — Through 
the Co-operative Union’s national 
office here, it is learned that the 
first co-operative drugstore in this 
country opened February 8th in 
Regina, as a part of the extensive 
service of the Sherwood Co-op., 


“the largest local co-op. in 
Cangda.” 


The Sherwood Co-op., although 
less than 16 years old, occupies an 
entire block of buildings and in- 
cludes lumber and fuel supplies, 
hardware, groceries, a bulk petro- 
leum department, service station 
and garage, and savings and credit 
union. <A staff of 45, who are 
organized as a C.C.L. chartered 
union, help to run a business the 
volume of which reached $1,000,- 
000 last year, Members of Sher 
wood Co-op. have saved over half 
a million dollars on. their pur 
chases since 1981, 
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PEOPLE’S WEEKLY 


British People 


Back 


By MATTHEW HALTON 


IN A CBC “CAPITAL REPORT” BROADCAST 


He BRITISH Labor 
came to power in 1Ld45 with 
aomandate from the people 

that is, from the major- 

ity of the people to transform 
this country into a socialist com- 
monwealth. And they've worked 
fast. They've proceeded — faster 
than their supporters hoped and 
faster than ther opponents feared, 

They've nationalized the Bank 
of Iingland, the fountainhead of 
credit. They've nationalized the 
con! mines. They've nationalized 
the country’s whole transport sys- 
tem road haulage as well as rail- 
way and canals. They've nation- 
alized the electricity system. And 
now they are oat work on the 
nation’s land: the land itself. 

This new bill, which will come 
hefore soon, sounds 
innocuous enough from its. title. 
It's called the Town and. Country 
Manning Ball. But there’s nothing 
innocuous about it. It’s revolu- 
tionary in two ways: it clears the 
ways for enormous improvements 
over the whole face of Great 
Britain; and oat one stroke | it 
abolishes unearned inerement in 
Jand values. The Town and Coun- 
try Pauning Bill does not nation- 
alize the land outright, as many 
Socialists wanted. The new States- 
man says “it would have been 
simpler and better to nationalize 
the Jand outright."”” But it) does 
nationalize land profits. After the 
passing of this bill the govern- 
ment will decide and control how 
wl dand shall be used; and, when 
the value of a piece of land rises 
as oa result of development, the 
profits will go to the nation. 

So you can see for yourself 
that the measure is revolutionary. 
It’s no wonder that the New 
Statesman calls it) “sapping the 
Jastitle.”” Another Socialist week- 
ly, ‘Tribune, heads its comment 
with the “Death to De- 

‘8 Debrett's being the fam- 


parliament 


words 
brett's 
ous stud book of the British land- 
ed yeontry. 


In the United Kingdom there 
are 90,000 aquare miles of land 
—half of it owned by 340 men. 
Of the 45,000,000 peoplo in the 
kingdom, less than two million 


own oa Lord 


land. 
Derby, for one example, owns 
ono-third of Lancashire——all be- 
cause his ancestor Lord Stanley 
(as overy reader of Shakes.’ 
Peare knows!) deserted Richard 
the Third at the Battle of 
Tewkesbury 500 years ago and 
went over to Edward the 
Seventh and the Red Rose of 
Lancaster. And most of the land 
of Britain is held by ancient 
right or reward or accident or 
plunder. But the owner's con- 
trol, if not their tenure, ie anw 
to end. 

My most vivid impression of 
England when 1 first: came here 


Piece of 


The Workin 


party | 


were made to build new towns to 

|wipe out slums. What planning 

there was was piecemeal. 
Breath-Taking Plan 


The new Socialist Bill sets out 
a breath-taking plan to change, 
as I said, the whole face of Bri- 
tein; to control the sprawling, 
shapeless suburbs and wipe out 
the shanty seaside towns; to build 
new satellite towns near London 
and elsewhere; to arrest the swol- 
len industrial growth of London 
and spread out the factories else- 
where, with beautiful towns for 
the workers to live in; to provide 
green belts and parks for all the 
urban population; to rebuild and 
modernize and beautify London, 
and solve its now chaotic traffic 
problems. An enormous program. 

: But’ it’s being tackled. This coun- 

MATTHEW HALTON try already. has a = government 

Sees Ministry of Town and Country 

as a student 18 years ago was|Planning. Lewis Mumford, the 

of “the two nations’ mentioned |noted American authority on this 

by Disraeli. On one hand, the |subject, says that British town 

land of wealth, of handsome estates | planning is far ahead of any other 

and graceful living, of old ca- | country’s. 

thedral towns and entrancing Toward Gracious Living 


countryside. On the other, the The Ministry has already start- 
country of the great, dark, dreary ed work on the planned rebuilding 
industrial towns with their teem- of one English town—the town 
ing slums and semi-slums— and of Stevenage, near London. The 
their “dark Satanic mills,” as job has been given to Mr. Clough 
Blake wrote. Two other lines from Williams-Ellis, who’s already done 
the same poem have always been great work, “We must and will 
the battle hymn of the British build towns,” he told me, “in 
socialists: “We'll build the new which all Sia people Ray live 
Jerusalem in England's green and decently and graciously. This isn’t 
pleasant land.” And they think extravagance, it’s investment in 
that their Town and = Country a greater futive and a. better 
Planning Bill is a big step in that race. We’ve a long way to go— 
direction. Whether they’ll be able we are marching against barbar- 
to bring their dreams alive is ism and the selfishness of cen- 


‘ing from the blind and haphazard 


‘like a hundred ugly tentacles along 
ithe main roads. Many new indus- 
|tries concentrated in the south of 


FAMILY OUTFITTERS! 
We Outfit the Entire Family from 
Head to Toe. | 


g Man's Store 


| England, and more than a million 


one thing-—planning is easier than turies—but we shall get there 
performance—but at least they Perhaps even in my time.” Mr. 
now have the enabling bill which Williams-Ellis is 63 years old ; 
will alloy them to go to work. Modernity sad Ns 


Wanted Immediate Profit The new Stevenage, and the 
Let’s look at the great  evils|other new British towns, will not 
which this bill aims to obliterate] be the square patterns of identi- 
or reform, There's hardly a corner] cal blocks which make most cities 
of this country which isn’t suffer-]in North America so uninterest- 
ing. They’ll be places of beauty. 
but also of modernity and com- 
fort — two things which British 
towns certainly lack today. The 
new houses will have modern 
kitchens instead of the primitive 
places which now break the backs 
of British women. They’ll even 
have central heating! Whole towns 
will be heated by hot air from a 
central plant. Incidentally, as I 
like telling my friends here, the 
Romans had that system in Bri- 
tain two thousand years ago! 


The Town and Country Plan- 
ning Bill is not much more 
drastic than Mr. Churchill's goy- 
ernment saw was necessary. All 
parties in this courtry have 
accepted the idea that the un- 
controlled private ownership of 
land in a smail, densely-popu- 
lated country like this, is detri- 
mental to the interests of the 
whole people. The Uthwatt Com- 
mittee, appointed by the Chur- 
chill government in 1941, actual- 
ly reported that the immediate 
transfer of all Iend to public 
ownership was the logical thing. 
—though it added that such a 
course was impractical right 
now. The new Socialist bill is 


development of some parts of Bri- 
tain and the complete neglect of 
other parts. The great building 
developments of this century had, 
as their dynamic, not the interests 
of the whole country, but immedi- 
ate profit. London — especially 
spread out like a great ungainly 
octopus. Instead of planned sub- 
urbs, ribbon developments ran out 


new workers and their families 
added to the crowding and= con- 
kestion of London. Other impor- 
‘ant areas of the nation were 
neglected, and deteriorated into 
black areas of unemployment and 
squalor, such as Miss Ellen Wilkin- 
con's town of Jarrow. Only hap- 
hatard and incoherent attempts 


, 


largely based on the Uthwatt 
Repert. 
Which doesn't mean it isn’t 


getting fierce opposition from the 
landowners. After all, it does 
strike at the very heart of the 
old regime. It deprives landowmers 
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RT. HON. LEWIS SILKIN, 


British Minister of Town and Country Planning, who through the 
new planning bill is attempting to obliterate or reform some of 
the great evils which have existed in England for many years, 
and thus win back the land for the people. In the United Kingdom 
there are 90,000 square miles of land, half of it owned by 340 men. 
Of the 45,000,000 people in the kingdom, less than two million 
own a piece of land. The “Economist,” one of Britain’s leading 
financial journals, says of the new legislation: “If ever a bill had a 
worthy and honorable purpose, this is it.” 


of the right to build on their own 
land unless the project fits, eco- 
nomically and aesthetically, into 
the nation-wide planning scheme 
—-which doesn’t worry them. But 
it also appropriates the profits of 
land development for the nation. 
And that does worry them. The 
Conservatives call it expropria- 
tion—which to some extent it is. 
But the bill does allow £1,200,- 
000,000—a huge sum; many say 
its a too generous sum—for com- 
pensation in cases of hardship. 
The Socialists say: ‘‘That is more 


than enough for the people to pay 
for their own land.” 

However that may be, I don't 
see how anyone can read this 
Town and Country Planning 
Bill without seeing that some- 
thing bing and different and 
noble is happening in the Bri- 
ish Isles. In the words of the 
Economist, Britain’s greatest 
economic and financial journal, 
which is not always friendly to 
Labor: “If ever a bill had a 
worthy and honorable purpose, 
this is it.” 


And a Little Child 
_Shall Terrify Them 


An Editorial in the Calgary Herald, February 12th 


You’d think it would take a 
good deal to frighten an Alberta 
cabinet minister, and arouse his 
urge to suppress—something like 
a National Film Board movie full 
of ‘“‘subversive’’ political ideas, 
for example, or the threat that a 
private organization might look 
too closely into the affairs of a 
public department. But the un- 
disputed prize goes to the latest 
victin’ of provincial government 
suppression—little Jeannie. 

As a matter of fact, Jeannie 
has had her .say. The harm is 
done. But Jeannie’s creator and 
sponsor—the Alberta Educational 
Council—has been banned from 
radio station CKUA, the former 
University of Alberta — station 
which is now under direct con- 
trol of the provincial government. 


One of 16,000 Children 


Jeannie — she is wholly fictiti- 
ous, of course—is a character in 
a radio playlet which the Educa- 
tional Council presented, not only 
over CKUA, but over most of the 
radio stations in the province. 
Jeannie is one of the nearly 
16,000 school children in Alberta 
who have no school teacher of 
their own, and who get their edu- 
eation. such as it is, wholly by 
mail. In the radio play, she dis- 


‘cusses the situation with her father 


and mother at the dinner table, 
“Jonesy got mad,” Jeannie tells 


her parents. Who is Jonesy? 
Jonesy, it appears, is Jeannie’s 
supervisor at  school—a_ well- 


meaning lad, with no training as 
a teacher, who tries to keep 
discipline and see that the children 
do the lessons they must send to 
the correspondence branch of the 
Department of Education in IEd- 
monton, Jeannie’s parents take 
exception to her’ impertinence. 
Jonesy is Mister Janes, whether 
he’s a real teacher or not. 


Poor Substitute 

Jeannie proceeds with her story. 
Mister Jones got mad_ because 
some of the pupils, who had little 
respect for him, were trying to 
show him up. As Jeannie chatters 
away, it becomes evident that 
Jonesy is a pretty poor substitute 
for Miss Bergmann—Jeannie’s 
last ‘‘real’’ teacher, who left two 
years ago last Christmas. It be- 
comes evident, in _ fact, that 
Jeannie isn’t really getting much 
education at all, and that in some 
respects she is forgetting things 
she used to know. 

The moral—which Jeannie’s 
father and mother bring out later 
in the program—is that the best 
possible correspondence system 
could never supply the children 
like Jeannie with the things that 
would be their right if Alberta 
weren’t short some 1,400 teachers. 
Father goes so far as to say: It’s 
time someone put a rocket under 
public opinion.” A lot of thinking 
Albertans would agree with him. 

But the Alberta government 
doesn’t agree. The broadcast, says 
Hon. W. A. Fallow, cast “slurs” 
on the Department of Education's 
correspondence branch. So 
Jeannie’s sponsors won’t be heard 
any more over CKUA. Fortunate- 
ly, however, Mr. Fallow can only 
muzzle one radio station. The 
Alberta Educational Couned will 
continue to broadcast weekly pro- 
grams over other stations in the 
province— including the three in 
Calgary. The programs are well 
worth listening to. 


LUMBER & MILLWORK 


Better Lumber at no_extra cost 


W. H. Clark Lumber Co. 


—LIMITED— 
Ph. 24165,'109 St., Edmonton 
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MR BOURCIER AND CO-OPS 

(The writer of the letter below 
has called attention to a_ typo- 
graphical error in the editor’s 
note following it in last week’s 
issue. The letter and note are 
therefore being reprinted:) 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: Is it true that Mr. Bour- 
ceir, the member for Lae Ste. 
Anne said in the legislature that 
co-operatives were profit organi- 
zations just like any other busi- 
ness? If he said that he didn’t 
know anything about the Co-ops. 
Co-operatives are to help people 
save money by working together. 
They don’t operate for profit but 
to do things for the farmer at 
cost. Please tell us if Mr. Bour- 
cier said that. 

CO-OPERATOR. 
Cherhill. 

Ed. Note: In the 1945 session 
of the legislature the C.C.F. mem- 
bers moved a motion opposing the 
imposition of income taxes on the 
Co-operatives. The motion de- 
scribes the co-ops as ‘‘non-profit’’ 
organizations. Mr. Bourcier 
moved an amendment to strike out 
the word “non-profit? and put the 
word ‘profit’? in its place. You 
can find it in the Journals.of the 
Legislature, 1945. 


WANTS C.C.F. GOVERNMENT 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: I don’t often write to the 
papers but I think the C.C.F. 
party should be thanked for its 
fight to get justice for the muni- 
cipal taxpayer. It is sure true 
that we have been squeezed. Our 
taxes are away up. We have to 
pay for licenses for everything. 
No wonder the government has a 
surplus. Fine for the govern- 
ment. Not so good for us who 
have to pay more taxes. Seems 
to me they’ve done more in Sas- 
katchewan for the people in two 
years than this government in 
Alberta has done in twelve years. 
Good luck to the C.C.F. We need 
a C.C.F.-government in Alberta. 

HOMESTEADER. 
Entwistle. 


SEES NEED FOR CO-OPS 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: In your ‘People Speak’ 
column, January 25, E. H. Tudor 
Opens up a question which for 
sometime I have thought needs 
study and clarification in our 
minds. For my own instruction, I 
want to know “are we on our 
march to socialism” or to a better 
world by whatever means proves 
to be the best for its attainment? 
A co-operative world without com- 
petition at home or war abroad, 
where “they shall set every man 
under his vine and under his fig 
tree and none shall make him 
afraid.” “Is not private enterprise 
or the “family farm’ a plank in 
our C.C.F. platform? Why then 
rail at private enterprise? If a co- 
operative farm became the choice 
of a small group they can operate 
that way at.any time. If state 
farms become the choice of a 
majority they can operate that 
way if that time comes. But is the 
aim of our movement a C.C.F. 
(a co-operative commonwealth) or 
an S.C.F. (a socialist common- 
wealth?) 

Now co-operation under private 
enterprise in a@ capitalist set-up 
does help us a lot. It cures the 
ils of the profit or capitalistic 
system by handing back the pro- 
fit. In a co-operative economy 
“there would always be enough 
money to buy back all the goods.” 
It would cure the basic ill that 
Social Crediters complain of with- 
out Social Credit or pumping water 
into the blood stream. In a co- 
operative set-up individual are 
100% free to.join or to stay out. 
Those who do stay out bask also 
in the shade of the Co-op tree. 
My production is “Private Enter- 
prise,” my products are handled 
by co-operative—grain, livostock 
and dairy. Anything which is 
better handled by the government 
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or is better ‘socialized’ we want 
to have it so. Not only postal serv- 
ice but etectrieity, transportation, 
communication, monopolies, etc. 
Our drive is upward toward higher 
levels of living. Why say Co-ops 
are out against us socialists? ‘““We 
are not divided; all one body we.” 
By “private enterprise,” “‘co-oper- 
ation” and public enterprise we 
seek to make a better world. 
I. V. MACKLIN, 
Grande Prairie, Alberta. 


SASKATCHEWAN PROVIDES 
: THE PROOF 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: Over radio station CFRN 
on February 4, we listened to the 
very pleasing voice of Ben 
Swanky, president of the Edmon- 
ton Labor Progressive party, in 
which he predicted another de- 
pression quite near at hand. 

He stated also that the Social 
Credit government had turned 
away from their interest in the 
common people and ealling on 
all people of the various parties 
to join together and form one 
group to elect the next govern- 
ment of Alberta. While listening 
my mind travelled back to those 
years, now spoken of as the hungry 
thirties, when many of our boys 
and young men, many of them uni- 
versity students, were living in 
what was called jungles in the 
shelter of loading platforms and 
elevators. It was because of such 
shocking conditions and need that 
the Co-operative Commonwealth 
Federation was formed. 


Many of those who helped form 
it are still with us such as leader 
M. J. Coldwell, Wm. Irvine, E. J. 
Garland, H. E. Spencer, Chester 
Ronning, T. C. Douglas and others. 


These men are experienced and 
are capable of leadership which 
they have proven. Surely the 
C.C.F. as it is known is big enough 
and broad enough to accommodate 
Mr. Swanky and the others he 
calls on. Why is it, or was it, 
necessary to form so many parties? 
Again Mr. Swanky, what are the 
promises that the Saskatchewan 
C.C.F. party made that they are 
or are not being carried out? 

I contend that the C.C.F. gov- 
ernment of Saskatchewan has done 
more in two years than any other 
government has done in 20 years. 
As proof of that I mention two. 
In 1944 the per capita debt was 
$252 but in 1946 was $169. 
Hospital care for all citizens for a 
fee of $5, and free to all those on 
a pension or in need. 

Once again, I appeal 
over and help us. 

W. E. PAULL, 

12620 - 105 Ave., 

Edmonton, Alberta. 
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WOULD TURN S. C. OUT 


Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: Please find postal 
for my renewal. 

I also wish to protest the entry 
of General Andres’ Nazi Poles to 
Canada at guaranteed wages. To 
add insult to injury they are 
now called ‘‘vets” by our capitalist 
controlled press. 

And Mr. Editor here is a kick 
for your pants. Why ask your 
readers to write to their neo- 
Nazi M.P.’s and M.L.A.’s request- 
ing reforms when the proper caper 
is, turn them out and put in a 
party that will honor their pre- 
election promises. 

Truly, the Social Credit party 
has degenerated to n very S. Low 
one. 


note 


R. RL WRIGHT, 
Keephills, Alberta. 

“Children,” ‘said the teacher, 
“be diligent and steadfast and you 
will succeed. Take the case of 
Georye Washington, Do yew re- 
member my _ telding you of the 
great difficulty Geerge Washing- 
ton had to contend with?” 

“Yes, ma’am,’’ said a little boy. 
“Hoe couldn't teh @ Ho.” 
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y be published under a pseudonym, but in each case the 

ser must be forwarded to the editor as evidence of good 
fakes ho vesponsibility for opiniones expressed by gorres- | 

h any letters saceéding 250 wards in length. : 


iN APPRECIATION 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 


Sir: Our society wishes to 
publicly congratulate Alderman 
Morrison on finally getting his 


motion passed by city council 
which gives the Calgary old age 
pensioners passes over the transit 
system of our city. Only dogged 
persistence and determination 
won the day. 

The Calgary branch of the Old 
Pensions’ Society, which 
brought the original motion to 
council, was fortunate in having 
an alderman of his calibre take 
up the cudgels on behalf of the 
pensioners of the city. 

We are grateful for the assist- 
ance given in the final vote by 
Aldermen McIntosh, Brown, Alder- 
man, Colborne and McKay. 


W. M. WRAY, 
Vice-President Calgary Branch 
Alberta Old Age Pensioners’ 
Society. 


ON CITIZENSHIP 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: I have just read with much 
interest and concern a piece by 
Mr. B. A. Scovil lamenting the 
fact that old age pensioners do 
not have the $1.00 to pay for their 
certificate of citizenship papers. 
Well, I heartily agree with him 
about the $25.00 to $30.00 now 
being paid them which shows that 
the government that pays it is 
about as cheap as the $1.00 citizen- 
ship papers. Further I wonder if 
by purchasing these $1.00 papers 
to carry around in one’s pocket 
it will make any better citizens 
of then:. In the last part of Mr. 
Scovil’s letter he speaks of eco- 
nomic security that our politicians 
are shouting so much about. Has 
Mr. Scovil forgot that Japanese 
citizens were herded into concen- 
tration camps and many of them 
deported, their property taken 
from them, etc. And further that 
there is some seven million people 
in Canada of foreign extraction 
who became naturalized and have 
naturalization papers, or does Mr. 
Scovil think having one of these 
$1.00 citizenship papers “ would 
really be any protection from 
being deported or rounded up and 
placed in some_ concentration 
camp. If they can do it to one 
nationality why not to any other 
should this our country have a 
falling out with any of the coun- 
tries from whence they formerly 
came from. The high courts have 
confirmed that Japs could be 
legally deported. 

Please don’t infer that I] am so 
friendly and in sympathy with the 
Jap race of people. Where the mis- 
take was made was when our gov- 
ernment allowed them to migrate 
and settle here and get property 
and raise families. And to think 
what blunders our law-makers 
have made of course at the time 
when most of the deportations 
took place the citizenship papers 
were $5.00 each. Now since the 
price has gone down to $1.00 how 
much cheaper it would have been 
to have issued papers than to de- 
port these people and of course 
how appropriate these $1.00 papers 
would have fitted the citizen they 
would have been bestowed upon 
as I think that would have been 
all they -were_ worth. 

Now may I ask if one should 
be so bold, did not our Prime 
Minister and Mr. Gardiner both 
toke out one of these $1.00 citi- 
zenship papers or was it the five 
dollar ones. If Mr., Gardiner did 
it has apparently not had any 
effect on him towards the farmers 
although he has raised the price 
of select or Al hogs to take effect 
this coming September and ex- 
pire in December next year after 
he has got farmers back to raising 
hogs. I wonder if that was what 
endeared him to “Great Britain 
that they felt like bestowing the 
title upon him? Maybe some 
farmer can answer that question. 

W, E. FOORE, 

Sexsmith, Alberta, 
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Bs H. ZELLA SPENCER 


I TOLD you f would continue the 
address { purloined from a 
Czech student who was attending 


Prague University when Hitler 
began his career. It continued 
thus: 


1933 was the fateful year in 
which Hitler became chancellor 
of the Reich. Only one year later 
the “Henleinparty’ was formed 
among the Sudeten Germans. 
Henlein was a teacher of physical 
education who proved himself 
Hitler’s perfect puppet. Young 
boys and girls were reached 
through their ‘'Turnverereine,”’ 
which, on the surface appeared 
innocent enuugh; they were! clubs 
for physical education and train- 
ing. In fact they were prime 
channels for Nazi indoctrination. 
First of all the members were put 
into uniforms. They looked smart; 
grey suits, white stockings, black 
belts, ties and boots. 

Now there is something fascinat- 
ing about a uniform; it is a 
symbol of a greater unit and will 
give the wearer the feeling of 
belonging, and also of greater 
personal importance. If you think 
of the Scouts or of other service 
uniforms, there seems nothing 
wrong with wearing a uniform. 
But all these are uniforms any- 
body can don who wishes to 
accept the principle they sym- 
bolize. However, it was different 
with the uniforms I refer to above. 


it was immediately evident that 
they expressed an aggressive 
spirit; they seemed to say, “Just 
look at me I am a German of 
pure Ayran blood,” for of course 
to be a thorough-bred German was 
the first and only requirement 
to belong to their organization. 
The provocative intentions were 
obvious from the way the uni- 
forms were displayed, not only 
on their way to and from meetings 


rather than walking. 
In talking to these fellow stu- 


dents I tried to get at the basis | 


J. ERLANGER 


Optometrist 


303 Tegler Building - 
Phones: Office 27463 Res. 26581 
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When they appeared cn the 
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for their unbounded  self-confi- 
dence and feeling of superiority. 
But all I could dig out of them 
were hollow phrases built round 
the word “Deutsch.” 

They might justly have been 
proud of achieyements of their 
countrymen in many _ fields— 
poetry and music, art and science, 
philosophy, crafts and skills — 
but none of these seemed to 
matter—what counted was some 
niystiec notion of “German blood 
and xvil’’ which figured promin- 
ently mm their vocabulary. 

In 1982 1 had gone to Prague 
to enter University. Here the uni- 
forms appeared particularly out 
of place. Prague is so steeped in 
old tradition and culture which 
can be claimed by both Czechs 
and Germans as their own, simply 
because it dates back to times 
When national and racial differ- 
caces were not thought of. 
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PHONE 25427 


THE GREGORY Co. 
Auto Body and Fender Work 


“We Fix Them Like New” 


Oldest Established Shop in 
Edmonton 


A. P. GREGORY, Manager 
- 9625 102a Avenue 


GUARANTEED RADIO REPAIRS 


STAR RADIO 


CERVICE CO. 


VY IGROAN MOAR 


10611 Jasper Ave. 


Edmontos 


ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 
AND RADIO 


Phone 21744 
ADAMS RADIO SERVICY 


Branchss at Calgary, Edmonton, 
Banff 


10418A Jasper Ave., Edmonton, Alta. 


EDMONTON SUPPLY COMPANY 
Ph. 21967 10139 96 St. 


Pumps, 
jacks, pipe, pipe 
fittings, valven 
feed cookers, tan! 
heaters, farc 
stock tanks mad« 
to order, saw 
tandrels, belting, 
chain, wire rope 
sawmill supplies 


Farmers, pumy 
truckers, gen- 
eral hardware 


and trucking 


supplies. 


ALL BUILDING SUPPLIES 
Call the Lumber Number — 25236 - 


ARMITAGE-McBAIN LUMBER 


JASPER AVENUE at 93rd Street, 
Our Objective - - - YOUR ENTIRE SATISFACTION 


FOR LUMBER AND 
| 


Company Limited 


LABOR DIRECTORY 


‘Look Here for Information Regarding Officers, Meetings, etc., 
of Trade Unions and Other Labor Organizations in the Province. 


EDMONTON 


but at all times and‘the boys in 
them acquired an air of marching 


ry, Flour, Cereal & Soft Drink 
baibrlt a of America No, 314—Meets 
Srd. Wednesday in Labor Hall. Presi- 
dent, D. O, Roberta, 9611 S8rd Avenue, 
Soft Drink Branch Secretary, 9937 Soth 
Avenue, phone $8916; Secy.-Treasurer, 
J. Flower, 108382 75th Street, phone 
T1987. Delivertos delexate, J. Lindsay, 
10764 65th Street, phone £3941. 


rpenters & Jolners of America Local 

beat th Edmonton, Alta., United Brother- 
hood ef—Meectsa iat and Srd Fridays tn 
the Labor Temple. Preaident. * G 
Stanton, 12065 94th St.; Fin.-Seo'y, 
Ll. D. Pollard, 9328 101A Avenue; Rev 
Sec’y, A. Mogridge, Labor Temple; 
Treasurer, J. S. Smith, 128982 938A 
Street; Business Agent, i. PL Crass, 
Lahor Temple 


Garment Workers of America No. 12) 
United—Meets second Wednesday fa 
each month In Labor Hall. President, 
Pervy Williamson, S48 16a Ave. 
Reeonling Secretary, Alberta Whar- 
ton, 1823 Sith Street 


Ratt Carmen Na, 448, Brotherhood 
of—Meets second Friday of every 
morth In Labor Hall. President. J. B 
Asplund, 12212 111th Ave: Se R 
Lewis, LL4l? T8rd St; Fin.-Se. & 
Hamilton, 10980 S0th Ave 


Fire Fight No. 209, Intermational As- 
sociation of—Meets in No 2 Fire Hall 
President, Tom Stesle, 9644 LOSth St. 
Edmonton; Secretary-Treasurer, Jobr 
A. Staton, 11482 S5th Street, Bdmoa 
ton, phone 72743. 
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Eos 
THE GAME 1S UP 


HAT WAS thrilling news which came through frem Bri- 

tain on Monday, of a demonstration of what Matthew 
Halton called “the spirit of Dunkirk” by British worke"s to 
repair the disaster which the worst winter weather in more 
than half a cantury had brought to the country, 

London papers just received tell of villages buried under 
drifts twenty feet deep; of roads and railway lines complete- 
ly blocked; of corstal shipping tied up tight. In their anxiety 
to discredit the Labor government the Tery press of this 
country didn’t tell much about those things. T heir objective 

was to make it appear that the shortage of coal had come 
from the failure of the miners to produce under nationaliza- 
tion. 

The very reverse, of course, had been true. The London 
Daily Mirror in an editorial in its issue of January 16th 
offers a good explanation of the Tories’ anger 

The coal situation takes a dramatic turn for the better. Critics, 
croakers, pessimists find themselves confounded. Some will be 
delighted and relieved. They hed genuine fears that the position 
could not be retrieved. They were honest in their opinion that 
“nationalization” was only a word and that its application to the 
miners’ craft would have no material effect. They were wrong 
und will be glad they were wrong. 

There is another school of critics who will have different 
feelings. They are the priests of private enterprise; the opponents 
of a planned economy; the supporters of the old selfish industrial 
system, which led to unemployment, and which made the few 
wealthy at the expense of the many. 

These people will view the coal recovery with dismay, because 
it is not only a vindication of the new order in mining, but 1s 
a portent of things to come in other industries. In other words, the 
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game is up. 

Since nationalization of the mines came into force more coal 
hae been dug. More men are returning to the mines. The figures 
sre impressive, and cannot be separated from the fact of public 
ownership. If the new spirit manifest among the mine workers 
is not duce to nationalization, to what is it due? Let the prophets 
of woe supply the answer. 


“PROPAGANDA GESTURE” 


HEN THE millionaire press of Great Britain, the 

United States or Canada go all out on a_ political 
witch hunt they seem to lose all sense of humor. And 
probably no more asinine absurdities have ever appeared in 
news stories than those which have filled the dispatches 
from Britain in the past coupie of weeks, 

For our money we pick a paragraph from a story in 
Saturday’s HKdmonton Journal from the typewriter of Charles 
Nichols of the London Southam bureau. We think this is a 
honey: 

Coal production was low all summer until the mines actually 
came formally’ under national ownership, Then the output in- 
creased, in spite of the fact that there was no actual change in the 
way the mines were operated. Why hadn't the government been 
able to speed production before, instead of waiting for it to 
coincide with formal nationalization as a propaganda gesture? 

It being impossible further to fool people into believing 
that coal production has not increased under government 
ownership, some excuse must. be given for the greater 
output. So, we have the profound suggestion that under 
public ownership the miners are turning out more coal 
just_as a “propaganda gesture”! 

But there's another naive admission in Mr, Nichol’s story. 
“Why hasn't the government been able to speed production 
before, instead of waiting for it to coincide with nationaliza- 
tion?” the man asks! Goodness gracious, did dear old private 
enterprise need to have the government speed production ? 

Well, even if the extra coal under nationalization is 
just a “propaganda yvesture,”’ we suppose it will burn! 


QUITE A COMPLIMENT 


UNDER THE heading, “Revolution in U. K. a Horrible 
Example," The Financial Post pays what we think 
is a very high compliment to the British government. It 
says, “Canadians would do well to watch closely the course 
of the Socialist: revolution in Britain. The fact that it is 
progressing in relative quict—that there is no rioting in the 
streets—makes it easy to miss the full import of the degisla- 
tion which the Attlee regime is rushing through West- 
minster,” 

Then it lists the impressive achievements of the govern- 
ment to date, the social security measures, health services, 
housing program, nationalized coal mines, the Bank of 
England, civil aviation and cables, transport. * 

These are bad things for a yvovernment to da, in the 
opinion of The Financial Post, and it warns: “Here Cana- 
dians have an excellent demonstration of what to expect 
from Coldwell and the other panjandrums of Canadian 
Socialism.” 

Quite a compliment, we'd say! 
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SOME DOOM! 


“The Country (Great Britain) 
may break into revolt, it is feared 
in some quarters. Churchill is 
accusing the Labor Government 
of incompetence; and a general 
election, it is expected, would spell 
the doom of the British socialists.”’ 
—The Canadian Social Crediter, 
February 13, 1947. 


“Normanton, Yorks, Eng., 
(CP).-—G. O. Sylvester, Labor 
candidate and a coal miner, was 
elected for this mining district 
with 19,085 votes to 4,258 for 
his Conservative opponent, J. 
E. Powell. Dr. W. D. Hartley 
Independent, got only 579 
votes.’—Canadian Press Des- 
patch, February 13, 1947. 


* 


WANT PUBLIC OWNERSHIP 
New York, (CPA): 


“Nearly 20,000,000 American 
voters favor socialization of the 
coal mines, and a slightly lower 
number also favor government 
ownership in the fields of bank- 
ing, electric power and railroad- 
ing, according to the latest Gallup 
poll survey. ; 

‘While this is probably a lower 
figure (in percentages) than 
would prevail in either Britain or 
Canada, it ‘represents support for 
a socialist program far _ out- 
stripping the voting support which 
socialist candidates or parties 
have ever received in U.S. elec- 
tions. 

“Gallup figures showed 33% 
of all U.S. voters favoring gov- 
ernment ownership of the mines, 
28% supporting it for electric 
power, and 26% supporting it for 
banks and railroads.” 


* 


BACK TO “GOOD OLD DAYS” 


Glasgow Forward, Jan. 18, 1947: 
“The Opposition (in British 
parliament) are more vehement 
than most when it comes to 
wanting strikers to go back. But 
they Also want them to go back 
another hundred years when 
they weren’t organized at all.’ 


WOMEN MUST WORK 


United States Dept. of Labor, 
January, 1947: 


“The heavy economic responsi- 
bilities of employed women are 
stressed in published findings of 
a Women’s Bureau survey of 
women workers in 10 war-con- 
gested areas. Of every 100 wom- 
on who said they expected to work 
postwar, 84 said they had to sup- 
port themselves. Many of them 
supported other persons. Eight 
more in every 100 worked to help 
buy a home, to pay off debts, or 
to educate their children. The 
other 8 worked primarily because 
of interest in the job or desire to 
have their own money.” 


PENALIZE ALBERTA 
CHILDREN 


Alberta Educational Council: 


“The Province of Ontario 
pays 50% of the costs of edu- 
cation. The Province of British 
Columhia pays 55%. The Prov- 
ince of Alberta pays just over 
21%. 

“The Province of British 
Columbia furnishes 50% of the 
cost of all new schools. The 
Province of Alberta shares the 
gost of only the first school in 
a district. 

“The Provincial Government 
Exercises 95% of control of 
Education and Supplies just 
over 21% of the Cost. 

“Last year the pegple of Al- 
berta spert less than $14 mil- 
lion on elementary and second- 
ary cducation, and over $36 
million on liquor.’’ 
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A Revolutionary Gospel 
By 2. P. GRIFFIN 


“Today thie eceipture ie fulfilled , ton 
in your hearing” 


EN GFTEN say that we 
must have a change. We 
may rest assured that 


we certainly shall. But 
there ig no guarantee that it will 
be a change for the better. It may 
be very much worse. The C.C.F. 
is committed to a policy of de- 
mocratic Socialism by which we 
intend to achieve the needed eco- 
nomic adjustments demanded by 
the people by means of their secret 
vote. History is not without evi- 
dence that the citizens of Canada 
may not be allowed to use this 
peaceful means of accomplishing 
their purposes. How violent the 
opposition of Big Business will be 
no one can say for sure, but 
Capitalism has never balked at 
the shedding of someone else’s 
blood on its own behalf. 

Throughout the ages, as far as 
we can tell, there have always 
been men who were shocked at 
human suffering, and those who 
have seemed indifferent to it. 
There have been those who pros- 
pered as the tiger and hyena 
prosper, and those who rejected 
jungle ways. To the cunning, the 
aggressive, and the cruel, power 
has been given for their ,brief 
day, but to the upright, the con- 
siderate and the kind, has been 
entrusted the continuity of society. 
And to all men impartially the 
prophets’ and _ teachers’ have 
brought the scriptures applicable 
to their day. 

Lenin once warned his follow- 
ers to let nothing dull the keen 
edge of their revolutionary pro- 
gram, and the defenders of the 
Bad that is today, who resolutely 
obstruct the Good that might be 


tomorrow, learned long ago that 
one of their most effective 
weapons was a feather bed of 
passive acceptance. Stanley Bald. 
win brought this technique to 
perfection. He would accept al- 
most anything “in principle,” but 
seldom in practice, and as the 
C.C.F. increases its pressure on 
hostile Governments these govern- 
ments will yield as little as pos- 
sible as long as they are appear- 
ing to consent to the wishes of 
the electors. 


But the Scriptures that define 
our demands are clear. No more of 
poverty, slavery, unattended sick- 
ness, insecurity or war. Today, as 
always, the scriptures of man’s 
redemption are proclaimed by 
those whom the world despises, tc 
those who find them surprising]: 
embarrassing. Those of us who 
have chosen the way of co-opera- 
tive brotherhood as our ideal, who 
have dared to practise what Jesus 
taught in economic relationships, 
have every reason to be proud of 
the deathless company we keep. 
As never before the great human 
heart of the world is beating for 
freedom. Never before have so 
many tyrants trembled in their 
boots. Never before have so many 
human hands been clasped across 
the barriers of distrust, or friend- 
ly understanding has been so com- 
plete among so many races. 


Yet we shall need all the wit 
and wisdom that we can muster. 
And if it should be that some day, 
somewhere, somehow, some human 
being should earlier lift a tear- 
stained face to the sky in humble 
gratitude for the better life that 
our efforts have made _ possible 
we shall be content. What greater 
reward could anyone ask? 


Economic Superstition 


By J. E. Cook, 


PRESIDENT, ALBERTA C.C.F. 


quite properly be a base for 

price levels. But Supply 

must be visible and De- 
mand must be effective. There is 
plenty of demand in Canada as 
in most other countries now and 
demand in most of those countries 
is properly effective at this time. 
But the most common topic is 
how long before there is concrete 
evidence of a new _ depression. 
Present rate of income and ex- 
penditure, it seems to be agreed 
will not be maintained. 

Certainly the standard of living 
of the people of Canada during 
the war years was much higher 
than it was in the ten years pre- 
ceeding the war. But it is certain 
that at no time during the war 
was the national income of Can- 
ada at a peak that could not be 
sustained by the necessities of the 
people of Canada. Again it is 
just as certain that Canadian peo- 
ple financed the war economy. 
Then what is the reason that Ca- 
nadian people can not now look 
forward to a period of high na- 
tional income carrying with it a 
higher standard of living for Ca- 
nadian people at home? 


Sus AND demand can 


Not Permitted to Consume 


The depression of 1929 to 1939 
was caused by the grim fact ‘that 
in our own home we Canadians 
were not permitted to consume 
our own raw materiais, thereby 
rendering them fit for human use 
and consumption, The manufactur- 
ing machine of Canada stopped. It 
is not too important, perhaps, 
to have all the reasores for that 
stoppage. I is impertant bo re- 
member that it did stop and that 
thereby individual Canadians were 
effectively prevented from using 
their own resources to satisfy their 
own needs. 

When the war started the goy- 


ernment proceeded to organize 
Canadian activities so that Cana- 
dian people again had access to 
their own materials for produc- 
tion of wealth. It is a foolish 
argument and cannot be sustained 
either on the basis of economics 
or industry, to suggest that it 
required orders from other coun- 
tries at war to start those wheels 
of industry. It definitely did not. 


It required only that Canada 
should have purpose. Canadian 


people went to work at the behest 
of Canadian people as represented 
by their government and there was 
the end of the depression in the 
sense that there was no opportuni- 
ty for service for individual Ca- 
nadians. And in rendering that 
service, individual Canadians were 
thereby servicing themselves. 


Compared to Family 


If a farm or urban family were 
in that sound economic position 
whereby the application of their 
own individual skills to raw ma- 
terial that was available to them 
as part of their own property, 
could make fit for their own use 
more than’ 80% of all things 
that they desire to use and could 
as well quite easily produce a sur- 
plus of such goods and services, 
that family would not be limited 
by prices prevailing on the 20% 
of articles for 
trade, That family would not 
think continuously in terms of 
fear for thelr economic security. 
Such a family would deny the 
need for depression. At worst:sueh 


a family would go ghort’ of only * 


those things that they could not 
themselves produce, and only of 
such articles, elsewhere’ produced, 
for which they could not trade 
their ewn surplus. 

The Canadian family is in that 
position. Talk of depsessiog, of 
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Mayerthorpe — Sangudo ~- Cherhill — Whitecourt +. Qna- 
way -- Rechfort Bridge 


HAROLD BRONSON 


of Cherhill, Heads C.C.f. Government in University of Alberta Mock Parliament 


wr F THE citizens of Cherhill, 
™ that lovely little farming 
i community in Lac Ste. Anne 

constituency (Jasper - Edson 
federal), ure feeling a bit puffed 
up these days you can’t blame them 


too much. It isn't every day that) 


a native son is chosen to become 
“Prime Minister.” Harold) Bron- 
son, the new head of the C.C.F. 
government — in 
the University 
of Alberta's 
first mock par- 
liament = which 
meets on Feb. 
28th, is indeed 
a native son for 
he was born at 
Cherhill. The 
pattern of his 
life follows 
closely that of 
some other fam- 

’ ous men who 
have made a name for themselves 
in politics—if there is anything 
in the theory that history repeats 
itself, then Harold Bronson may 
some day bring further fame to 
his birthplace by occupying an im- 
portant place in the parliamentary 
life of this Dominion. 

The C.C.F. victory on the 
campus in one of the largest polls 
ever heid at the University is a 
significant one. The students re- 
flect a broad cross-section of the 
rural life of this province and 
having no axe to grind it is fair 
to ussume they approached the 
election issues in the spirit of their 
University motto quaecumque vera 
(whatsoever things are true.) 
The C.C.F. victory sat the Univer- 
sity may well be the forerunner 
of what is likely to happen in the 
noxt general election in this prov- 
ince, 


University Student 


Because he wanted to enjoy life 
to the full as well as recognizing 
that he must be well equipped if 
he were to help fight the people's 
battle for a more secure life, 
Harold) Bronson enrolled as an 
Arts and Commerce student at 
the University of Alberta, where 


he has fitted easily into college|and still has ‘‘the only 


logical 


life. Of a serious nature, but de-| answers.” 


finitely not “stuffy”, he can dx- 
change quips with the best of 
them. His quiet manner ss decep- 
tive—those wha tangle with him 
on the public platform soon dis- 
cover that his rapier-like thrusts 
have a habit of hitting weak spots 
in an argument with disconcerting 
regularity. 


Supports Co-ops 

As a farmer, Mr. Bronson feels 
that he has no alternative, either 
from a business or an ethical point 
of view, but to give 100% support 
to every available co-operative 
that he can use. At present these 
include the Dairy Pool, Livestock 
Co-op., Seed Growers’ Co-op. and 


Harold Bronson has lived all his] the local retail Co-op. 


life at Chérhill 
time spent overseas 


except for the 
where 


And he still has time for hobbies 


he with music first on the list. He 


served as an R.C.A.F. Fit.-Lieuten-| doesn’t admit to any ambition to 
ant. He was a C.C.F. Air Force| become a concert artist, but I am 
candidate in the service elections | told he gives a creditable perform- 
in 1945 but was forced to do most /ance on both the piano and violin. 
of his campaigning from an isola-|He “tries” most of the popular 


tion ward. Nevertheless although 


sports, too, Both last year and this 


there were other C.C.F. Air Force! he has participated in inter-faculty 
candidates in the field, he made|,,. well as inter-provincial debat- 


an excellent showing. 


C.C.F. Secretary 
While he enjoys University life 


ing—good training for a prospec- 
tive parliamentarian, is it not? 
He declares that one of the 


his farm home has priority rating | Most interesting but most futile 
and you can find him there most|°f his hobbies is “the search for 


week-ends carrying on as 


the|2 Social Crediter with statistical 


junior member of the Bronson| Proof of the Douglas theory of 


and Son partnership. He also 


the chronic purchasing power 


lends a hand with C.C.F. work in | Shortage.” 


the constituency for he is secre- 
tary-treasurer of the  Cherhill 
C.C.F. Club. 


Urgent Problem 
It is probably true that’ most 


Prior to enlisting | people give high priority to the 


in the R.C.A.F. he was president |search for personal happiness. But 
of the Lac Ste. Anne Provincial]Harold Bronson finds that “the 


Constituency Association. 
He is) also” an 


great lesson of Christianity has 


enthusiastic | been that real personal satisfac- 


booster of the People’s Weekly |tion can only be obtained by work- 


and is looking forward to the time}|ing for and witi. 


one’s fellow 


when it may become the ‘People’s|men,” and, he points out, ‘‘eco- 
Daily.” He is the People’s Weekly |nomic and political conditions to- 
press representative on the cam-|day give increasing emphasis to 
pus and if he promises a story at|the truth of the lesson.” 


a certain time you can depend on 


He brands the philosophy of 


getting it at the appointed hour,|“every man for himself” as the 
which makes him a rather desir-|antithesis of Christianity leading 


able person in the eyes of the P.W. 
editorial staff. 
He joined the C.C.F. in 


because as he puts it the extremes |lesson as “a 


1935 |teaching of Christianity’s 


to world disaster, both economic 
and physical and sees further 
great 
matter of utmost 


“a 


of depression in the early ’30s em- | Urgency.” 


phasized the questions: Why is 


And because to Harold Bronson 


there such waste of labor and re-|it is a matter of ‘‘utmost urgency,” 
sources? How can we replace this|his life is devoted to building a 


ridiculous system which withholds | new 


order wherein will abide 


production from the producers? | justice, security, freedom and hap- 


He found that the C.C.F. had then|piness for all 
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DEALER FOR 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER 


FARM MACHINES AND MOTOR TRUCKS 
SALES AND SERVICE 


AGENT FOR IMPERIAL OIL PRODUCTS 


FORD CARS, TRUCKS AND TRACTORS 
MONARCH CARS 
COCKSHUTT MACHINERY AND REPAIRS 


CROCKETT MOTORS 


MAYERTHORPE 


| MAYERTHORPE 
REAL ESTATE — FIRE, AUTOMOBILE #tNSURANCE 
SEE ME AT THE POST-OFFICE ANY HOUR 


NCIES 


f 


FOR BETTER BARGAINS 


‘GROCERIES — DRY GOODS — FURNITURE 


BUY AT BATTIGINS 


“MAYERTHORPE, ALBERTA 


Hardware and Radio 


For real satbsfaction in radio repairs,’ ship your radio 
to us express collect. 


Up-to-date equipment—15 years éxperience 
All work guaranteed 


MAYERTHORPE 


PHONE 10 


God’s children. 


—ILM. 


CONRAD’S 
HARDWARE 


SANGUDO 
A FULL LINE OF 
HARDWARE 


SEE 


L. GOULD 
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MACHINERY 


WHITE & STUDEBAKER 
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Edgar Meeley . 
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Lac Ste. Anne Constituency|Some Impressions of — | 


U~LF.A. Convention 


Byi.V 


Macklin . 


NYONE willing to lend a 

hand to the building of 

that brave new world of 

the future, could do no 
better than to attend the annual 
convention of the U.F.A. and 
U.F.W.A. 

It was in convention assembled 
and in the depression days follow- 
ing the first world war, that the 
U.F.A. began to build what are 
now the great co-operative selling 
agencies for farmers’ products. 
When we think of one agency 
alone (the Wheat Pool) we think 
of their recent two-cent cut on 
handling charges, of their dis- 
covery that tough grain could be 
dried for 3 cents instead of 8, 
of their willingness to pay the 
little farmer the same price for 
his wagonload as the big farmer 
for his carload instead of penal- 
izing him 5 cents a bushel. 

We think of the little “ginger 
group” in Ottawa who declared 
they would talk day and_ night 
on the floor of the house in 
Ottawa and by that threat re- 
stored the Crow’s Nest Pass 
freight rates on grain to the farm- 
ers of western Canada. That 
action brought 814 cents more 
per bushel to every farmer in 
western Canada for his wheat for 
the last twenty years. If you sold 
1,000 bushels of wheat each Year 
that alone meant eighty extra 
dollars per year to you. Add to 
that a greater amount saved to 
the farmers in the ways before 
mentioned and we can catch a 
glimpse of what the organized 
farmers of western Canada have 
done in the past through co- 
operation. 

They have done this for them- 
selves but benefits almost equal 
go also to those who have neglect- 
ed or refused to spend an hour 
of time or a cent of money in 
organized co-operative effort. Not 
only have these savings been made 
in wheat, marketing but think of 
the amounts saved, during the last 
20 years, in other grains and also 
in livestock, dairy and other prod- 
ucts, by co-operative marketing. 


Consumer Co-operation 


Some years ago the U.F.A. set 
out to build consumer co-opera- 
tion chiefly in petroleum products 


but also in retail stores. They set 


CHERHILL CO-OPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATION LTD. 


CHERHILL 


BUY — BUILD 
BENEFIT 


KERR & 


out in the business world “with. 
out script or purse.’’ Their only 
share capital stock was goodwil] 
and faith. Without the collection 
of a cent of money in share capita] 
they have built a co-operative 
business structure. 

The U.F.A. Co-op, during the 
past year, did over three and 4 
half million dollars worth of busi. 
ness. Surely here was faith like 
“a grain of mustard seed’ which 
is fast growing into a great tree. 

This co-operative tree is grow- 
ing in all other provinces as well 
as in Alberta and in many nations 
besides Canada. We know that the 
dove of world peace will lodge 
some day in its branches. We trust 
that we may be able to speed that 
day and build a co-operative Can- 
da and a co-operative world before 
the forces of competition break 
out again over the world like a 
volcanic eruption or spread devas- 
tation on earth like a forest fire. 

Ray Sears, fraternal delegate 
of the U.G.G. to the U.F.A. 
which was: 

“Join hands ye nations, 

This is the last call, : 

Join hands or the play ends 

And the curtains fall.” 


U.F.A. Contribution 

Someone may remark: ‘‘what 
has the U.F.A. done?’ We have 
heard the term ‘‘dead goose”’ sed 
to describe it. But the speedy 
spread of co-operation is one great 
hope for A)berta, Canada and the 
world. I can think of few co- 
operative efforts whether in busi- 
ness or in politics which did not 
have their birth in asseiibled con- 
ventions of U.F.A. delegates. 

Direct Action 

The big question of the U.F.A. 
convention was amalgamation with 
the A.F.U. and A.F.A. During the 
previous week the A.F.U. had 
turned down the amalgamation if 
the co-operative organizations 
were included. But they agreed to 
unite with the U.F.A. membership 
of bona fide farmers. Also, the 
U.F.A. must agree to direct action. 


The law locks up a man or wo- 
man 

Who steals a goose from off the 
Common, 

But leaves the greater villain loose 

Who steals the Common from the 
goose. 


LANGSTON & REISHUS | 


Quality and Service 
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SANGUDO 


McKEEN 


SANGUDO 
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A BIT OF 
Nonsense 


“low are you getting along?” 
asked a friend of an acquaintance 
who had gone on the stage. 

“Oh, # have met with a fair 
share of success. 1 have played 
Hamlet for the first time.” 

“Did you get through all right?” 

“Yes, except that I happened 
to stumble and fall into Ophelia’s 
grave.’ 

“That must have been embar- 
rassing.”” 

‘It was but I wouldn’t have 
minded .if the audience hadn’t 
seemed so disappeinted when 1 
got out.” 


A man employed at one of the 
film studios in Hollywood for 
crowd work was told that in one 
scene he was to get into a bed 
and that a lioh would then be 
put in with him. 

“Put a lion in bed with me?” 
he yelled, terrified. ‘““No sah, not 
this child. Ah quit right here and 
now.” 

“But there’s no need to be 
frightened,” answered the direc- 
tor. “The lion won’t hurt you. 
This lion was brought up on milk.” 

“So was Ah brought up on 
milk,’”? answered the man “but Ah 
ets meat now!” 


Economic 


(Continued from Page 4) 


poverty and want in Canada is an 
admission of complete industrial 
and economic ineptitude by Cana- 
dian people. That Canadian people 
in Canada cannot at. any time 
finance and produce a high stand- 
ard of living for all Canadian peo- 
ple, without fear of more than in- 
convenient hindrance due to eco- 
nomic conditions in other coun- 
tries, is submission by Canadian 
people and Canadian leadership 
to unreal shibboleths and economic 
superstition. 
Parity Is Important 

Parity for agriculture is a basic 
necessity in Canada and for it 
Alberta farmers went on strike. 
But that was not something new. 
Canadian wage-earners have been 
going on strike for generations 
before the farmers got around to 
copying them. Parity for Cana- 
dians in their dealings one with 
another is what is decidedly all 
important. If that is accomplished 
and Canadians are so organized 
as to apply their labor to the 
natural resources of Canada to 
provide for the needs of Cana- 
dian people, there cannot be a 
depression in Canada in the sense 
of the depression of the ten years 
before the war. If that is not 
accomplished there cannot fail to 
be such a depression. Capitalism 
forbids parity. Therefore under 
capitalism there must and will be 
a return of depression. 


Cites Leduc Oil Strike 

Capital forbids parity because 
capitalism operates under a plan 
that makes industry active only 
when there is distinct advantage 
or privilege to a few privileged 
owners or lessors of raw wealth. 
.As an example near Leduc there 
has just been a new oil strike. 
Seven-eights of the oil in the 
ground belongs to the Imperial 
Oil Cumpany by virtue of the fact 
that our government has given 
them the title. One-eighth belongs 
to the people of Alberta. Finders 
are keepers. 

As a result of such holicies Ca- 
nadian people may again be denied 
the right to service themselves, to 
supply their own needs, by the 
application of their own skill to 
theiy own natural resources he- 
cause such resources have been 
given away by their own vepre- 


sentatives to a small group of Ca-|| 
nationals who]# 


nadians or other 
will exact a toll that cannot be 
paid. Only because this is so will 
+ there be another depression, Be- 
cause this does not need to be so 


there need not be another depres- |‘ 


Sion in Canada. But Canadian peo- 


We will have te u&m-a political || 


Weapon to prevent another de- 


pression. 


Everyman Theatre {Western Can- 
ada Repertory Company) some- 
thing new has 
Canada’s cultura! life. 


ex-servicemen, students, 


formerly drama director with the 
University of Alberta. Their plays 
are Oscar Wilde’s satirical classic, 


PEOPLE’S WEEK 


Everyman Theatre Company 


In Elsie Park Gowan Play'. 


With the organization of the 


been added to 


A group of young people... 
teachers 
. are travelling this winter from 
Vancouver to Winnipeg and back 
to Victoria, producing plays in 
cities and small towns enroute. 


Their leader is Sydney Risk, | 


“The Importance of Being Earn- 
est”; and a Canadian play, “The 
Last Caveman,” in which Elsie 
Park Gowan combines comedy 
with challenging social criticism. 
Many People’s Weekly readers 
will remember ‘‘The Last Cave- 
man” from its production here in 
1938. A plea for order,in inter- 
national affairs, it has been re- 
written from the standpoint of 
1947, and borrows freely (the 
playwright reports) from Lorne| the Everyman Theatre. She is 
Ingle’s articles on foreign affairs.| a graduate of Victoria High 
Experiment in Co-operation School and the University of 
.The Everyman Theatre is not! Alberta, where she was Presi- 
only a new venture in drama, it} dent of the Dramatic Society, 
is an experiment in co-operative| and helped to organize the first 
living. Home base is a summer] Inter-university Drama Festival. 
cottage at Gibson’s Landing, B.C.,| Lois is an unselfish worker for 
where the fourteen actors live and| theatre, and a fine character 
study together under rugged con-| actress. She is the daughter of 
ditions, taking turns as stokers,| Mr. and Mrs. Frank C. McLean, 
cooks and cleaners. On tour,| 11945 105 Street. Miss McLean 
every member of the company comes from a trade union home 
works on \1“e “joe jobs” back her father being a member of 
stage. the Order of Railroad 
Telegraphers. 


, 


LOIS McLEAN, 
young Edmonton player with 


No Stars 
In their productions, there are ae 
no stars. Team work is the thing;|is of, for and by Western Canada. 
the players alternate in leading he Everyman Company will 
roles and bit parts. play in Kitscoty, Vermilion and 
Whether Canadians ever express|Lamont the first week in March, 
themselves freely and vigorously and in the Garneau Auditorium, 
in the arts, depends on the en- Edmonton, on March 7 and 8. 
couragement we give talented 
young people to stay in their own | Parisienne 
country. Warm audience approval | Jasper 


Drug Store, 
Avenue, on March Ist. 


in Kelowna, Okotoks, Brandon and|Mrs. R. B. Clifton heads the Ed- 
points between has given this en-|monton committee which is spon- 


couragement to an enterprise that soring the production here. 


FAIRY FANCIES 


From Rhymes of a Real Cross Man 


In our gallery of goblins 
There’s a goblin that is new— 

Fit to rank beside the Socialist 
And the International Jew. 


It’s a strange tri-gendered monster. 
He’s a hydra-headed beast, 

And her home is all Alberta, 
North and South and West and East. 


Socialist and Jew and Planner, 
Bretton Woods and UNO, 

National Film Board, Farmers’ 
You are of them—out you go! 


Union, 


Move over the banker 
{he gives us a vote) 
Move over the Big Shot”* 
(*Potential goblins—please note) 
Make room for the latest 
{But never the last) 
Who dared to be dull 
In a routine broadcast. 


Now we add in righteous rancour, 
You—the only one we’ve missed, 

The Alberta Educational Council, 
To this honoured list. 


Go to wander_in the shadows 
While we here remain—by choice, 

Guarding still “The Voice of the People” 
From the People’s Voice. 


“—ENVEST IN REST" 


AY? persoft 


Spring filled Mattresses 
Rnetss gps “SUPERSOYT"” Furniture Produats 
Blade in Alberta 


Tickets will be on sale at the 
10079 
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2247 Years Behind 


By CLIFFORD E. LEE 


@iiE DISCOVERY of the 
wheel and the development 
of vehicles using this princi- 
ple are measures of civiliza- 

tion. The ability to invent this 
most simple machine is also a 
measure of intelligence. The Chin- 
ese appear to have been the first 
to use the wheet, 
f almost five thou- 
sand years ago. By 
contrast early Am- 
ericans were ignor- 
ant of the wheel as 
late as the Spanish 
conquest in com- 
paratively recent 
times. 

Primitive transportation was 
with crude sleds. It was soon dis- 
covered that rolls placed under 
heavy loads facilitated their move- 
ment. But it took a long time for 
men to cut sections from a tree and 
fix them to rotate about a fixed 
axis. The earliest application was 
in the chariot, two-wheeled vehicle 
used largely in war. The early 
four-wheeled wagons had a fixed 
front axle, were hard to turn. 
That is one of the reasons given 
for the fact that many early roads 
were built in 4 precisely straight 
line. 

Wheeled vehicles raised the 
question of roads just as the 
modern automobile presses us for 


‘highways. 


The world’s first paved roat 
seems to have been one built on 
the island of Crete at least four 
thousand years ago. Many early 
peoples built highways more sci- 
entifically than we generally do, 
but it remained for the Romans, 
in about 300 B.C., to achieve what 
has seldeum been equalled since. 
With the accomplishment came 
some of the headaches which 
plague moderns in connection with 
highway building. History records 
debates by public bodies and 


charges that private contractors 
were growing rich at public ex- 
pense due to fraudulent practices 


and inattention of public men. 
Built in Five Layers 
Roman roads were 16 to 32 


feet in width, built to scientifical- 


ly determined grades and levels, 
and usually without 


were dug to determine the nature 
of the soil and the depth to which 
it was necessary to go for a solid 
base. Top soil was removed and 
carried away. When the subsoil 
provided a poor base piles were 
driven and timber mattresses laid. 

These highways were built in 
five layers. First a six-inch bed 
of sand was placed on the founda- 
tion. The next layer was of rucks 
one to two feet in diameter 
cemented together. Then came a 
nine-inch layer of rough cencrete. 
Above this was a layer of fine 
sand concrete 12 inches thick at 
the edges, but half again as thick 
in the centre to give a crown to 
the road. The final surface was 
six inches of cut rock with an 
almost perfectly smooth side ex- 
posed. The joints were so care- 
fully filled that they were almost 
imperceptible. The final highway 
was a_ straight ribbon of road 
from 2's to 5 feet thick, virtually 
indestructible. 

Alberta Won't Spend Money 

The Romans paid for their roads, 
of course. They had the men and 
materials, used them. It was com- 
mon to tax property bordering the 
roads, as is done in our cities 
today. Ft was once proposed to pay 
for roads with a tax on vehicles, 
but the proposal was turned down. 


In 1947 Alberta taxes automobiles |‘ 
bi directly and indirectly by- 


a tay 
on their fuel. But doesn't spend 
all the revenue on reads. 


Twa years ago [ visited many ‘| 


Shop at 


deviation 
from a straight line. Test trenches 


Alberta towns. A common apology 
for the government was: ‘Well, 
anyway they are giving us roads,” 
The answer I eould use honestly 
in almost every case was: “TI 
almost wrecked my car coming to 
this town.” “Oh yes,” was the in- 
evitable reply, ‘This highway has 
gone all to pieces, but other places 
it is different.” 


Propaganda Pudding 

The fact was that cr highways 
minister was providing propaganda 
instead of highways. But that has 
eaught up with him. He can censor 
adverse publicity on his own radio 
station, but he cannot stop people 
talking. 

United States and Eastern Can- 
ada are to be the objects of a new 
Alberta propaganda barrage de- 
signed to bring tourists. The gov- 
ernment is in search of a new 
dish with an Alberta flavor and a 
western name. It will take more 
than a fancy soup to quieten an 
American tourist after a ride on 
most Alberta highways. The most 
appropriate dish would be a mud 
pie. And a good name for it: 
Propaganda Pudding. 

People are saying Alberta’s 
roads are fifteen years behind 
the times. If you count the 
Romans we are 2247 years be- 


hind. 


JUST A MINUTE! 
By A. J. E. Liesemer, M.L.A. 
A Social 


Credit supporter 
said to me: “I know we are 
not going to get Social Credit, 
but I voted for Manning in 
1944 because we are getting 
GOOD GOVERNMENT.” 

Are we?—in education, for 
example? 

20,000 Alberta boys and girls 
are being taught by undated 
teachers. 

15,000 are not taught at all 
but are under “‘sitters’’ who 
pass out and collect correspond- 
ence lessons from Edmonton. 

1000 boys and girls are not 
in any school of any kind. 

Alberta is short of doctors 
and nurses and university train- 
ed business men. We are going 
to be shorter. Even now only 
one out of every 10 elementary 
schoo! children completes, high 
school. With their grounding 
obtained under “sitters” fewer 
and fewer will be able to go 
on to high school and university. 

Last year Mr. Manning gave 
Alberta a surplus of $10,000,- 
000 and a deficit of 2,000 
teachers! 

Hurrah for GOOD GOVERN- 


MENT! 


Two men were flying east in a 
passenger plane, making the first 


air trips of their lives. The plane 
stopped at St. Louis and a little red 
truck sped out to its side to refuel 
it. The plane landed again at 
Cleveland, and again a little red 
truck dashed up to it. The third 
stop was Albany, and the same 
thing happened. 

The first of the two men looked 
at his watch and turned to his 
companion. 

“This plane, 
wonderful time.” 

“Yep,” said the other, “and that 
little red truck ain’t doing bad 
either.” 


” 


he said, “makes 
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CCF Petition for Pension} 


PERSONAL STUFF 


(Continued from page 1) 


suggests that the provincial gov- 
ernment which leases, the coal 


lands might bo asked to co-operate | | 


with the federal government in 
reorganizing the industry in Nova 
Scotia if the corporation fail» to 
meet its responsibilities. And it 


is very clear that Mr. Morrison} 


helicves that the federal govern- 
ment would have every moral as 
well as legal right to step in. 
“The federal government has a 
direct claim upon the industry to 
take ail necessary steps for re- 
organization on a more -:fficient 
operating basis .. . The existence 
of such a claim does not rest 
upon a continuation of federal 
financial aid; it exists by virtue 
of past public assistance and in 
the intorests of the national econo- 
my,” he writes. 

he ey fe 

The people of Canada have paid 
for Dosco’e holdings in the coal 
industry of Nova Scotia, twice 
over. | don't think Mr. Morrison 
can bo very optimistic about the 
results of the ‘challenge’ which 
he throws out to ‘free enterprise 
aa represented by the Dominion 
Steel and Coal Corporation § to 
do its duty. And I am very sure 
that if the reorganization must 
take place under’ government 
direction and rt public expense, 
he does not think the people of 
Canada should pay again for some- 
thing for which they've already 
paid. What the miners’ representa- 
tive thinks of the efficiency or 
reliability of so-called private 
enterprise is shown by his com- 
ment on the more than forty 
million dollars already handed out 
to the coal industry: “Obviously a 
government's financial interest of 
this magnitude requires adequate 
protection, both in administration 
and in the management of the 
operations receiving the benefit. 
Operations substantially supported 
by public funds cannot be regard- 
ed aa purely of private concern in 
all othor raspects.” 

t % % 

The total depreciated value of 
the coal lands, leases, plant and 
equipment of Canadian coal com- 
panics is $60,040,167. The Cana- 
dian) government in” less than 
twenty years has paid out about 
$45,000,000 to keep the mines 
going. And thin is what is called 
“free private enterprise’! Some- 
one said in the House of Commons 
that the money spent on tho Royal 
Commiasion on Coal was wasted. 
I don't agree. I think it is werth a 
good many thousands of dollars 
to have on record the dovastating 
account of the abysmal failure of 
the exploiters of a valuable natu- 
ral resource. 


Increase in Pay 


(Continued from page 1) 


out government help. The point 
is whether the government will 
act to keep up subsidy payments 
aus long as is needed to set. the 
Maritime coal industry on jts 
feet. If the government is in such 
u hurry to get back to free enter- 
prise that they pull out at. this 
stage, leaving the Maritime prov- 
inces to their fate, it will be a 
pretty severe blow to the coal 
miners who have worked under 
worse conditions and for lower 
wages than the same type of work- 
ers anywhere else in Canada.” 
Company Balks 
The $1.40 wage increase would | 


were a definite sum, payable at 
ones. But the Company wants to| 
make $1.00 of it conditional on | 
increased production, a feat which! 
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the miners say is impossible under 
present mechanical conditions. 
Some long-range mechanization 
of the mises is, envisaged by the 
owners, but the first new mechan- 
ized units won’t be in operation 
for at least a year, and results 
are necessarily slow. 

Judge Carroll is urging the 
|vovernment to meet 40 cents of 
the increase from extra subsidies. 
The union would like to see the 
entire $1.40 met from subsidies. 
Sut the government, in its cur- 
rent program of hastily dropping 
subsidies on every hand, wants to 
increase the price of coal instead. 


| Up To Government 

A higher price for coal would 
penalize other Maritime industries 
whose operating costs are already 
high in that area. And it would 
shut Maritime coal out of the 


even now Ontario can buy Am- 
erican coal cheaper than Maritime 
coal, at present prices. 

Coal would have to be increased 
in price by $1.40 a ton, to meet 
(the entire union demand of $1.40 
daily wage increase, 8 cents per 
ton royalty for a welfare fund, 
and 5% of the payroll as_ the 
company’s contribution to a 3-way 


»| pension scheme. 


So it seems to be up to the 
government, as the UMW, Local 
26 executive, along with their 
international representative John 
Owens, confer in Ottawa. 


Taxes Cut Million 


(Continued from page 1) 


published Liberal party program, 
in all of which aid from Ottawa 
was implied. 


Old Liberal Policy 

He outlined the intereased ex- 
penditures necessary to implement 
a program such as that proposed 
by the Liberal party, suggesting 
that a minimum of $17,000,000 in 
additional expenditures would be 
required, ‘This amount, together 
with an estimated 1947-48 budget 
of $44,400,000, would mean a re- 
turn to the old ‘going into debt 
policy’ so well known to Saskatche- 
wan under Liberal administra- 
tion,” said Mr. Fines. Since total 
revenues this year will amount to 
$45,000,000, the province would 
suffer a deficit of $20,670,000 
annually if the Liberals were 
elected, he added. 


Power Profits 

In reply to the accusation that 
crown corporation profits were 
not true figures because normal 
tax expenditures by similar priv- 
ate companies were not deducted, 
Mr. Fines pointed out that, of the 
$414,000) profit from the Power 
Commission in 1946, $240,000 was 
earned by the Power Commission 
wone, without taking into con- 
sideration the operation of Dom- 
inion Eleetric Power Limited, 

Cut Farm Debt 60% 

Opposition criticism that pres- 
ent policies meant that no one 
Without money could) buy land, 
were countered with the declara- 
tion that it was not legislation 
which was responsible for this 
state of affairs, but conditions 
generally. “Under — Liberalism, 
farmers couldn't give land away— 
they simply adandoned it, today 
people are offering large cash 
payments,’ said Mr. Fines. 

Farm debt had been reduced 
from $232,000,000 in July, 
1944, to $97,486,052 in January, 
1947, a reduction of wearly 60 
per cent. 


Referring to the charge of A. T. 
Procter (Liberal, Moosomin), that 
not a dozen farrners had benefitted 
under €.C.F. farm security policies, 
Mr. Fines declured that the Farm 
Loans branch alone had dealt with 
490 cases, while the Natural. Re- 
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sources department had handled 
98 cases. . 
Let The People, Know 

Regarding government publicity 
services, Mr. Fines said that the 
public’ has a “right te know what 
its government is doing, and previ- 
ous governments have not taken 
the people into their confidence. 
People were not provided with 
knowledge to which they were 
entitled.” 

The compulsory automobile 
insurance was not the ‘‘greatest 
hoax ever perpetrated on the 

| people’? — as charged by Mr. 
Procter—said Mr. Fines, ‘‘not to 
the families of the 65 persons 
killed in highway accidents last 
year, only four of whom could 
have collected damages from 
private companies.” 

In response to the claim that 


[Central Canadian market entirely| government printing plant rates 


were set sufficiently high to as- 
sure a good profit, the provincial 
treasuer pointed out that King’s 
Printer’s rates now in effect were 
unchanged frem those charged in 
1943 under the Liberal administra- 
tion, despite increases of 50 per 
cent in paper costs and 20 per 
cent in labor costs. “Profits for 
the first vear of operation were 
30 per cent on investment, and 
this year they will be 45 per cent. 
What must have been the private 
printers’ profits in depression 
times, when costs were low-” he 
asked. 


Coldwell Scores 


(Continued from page 1) 


interests whose motive was power 
or profit rather than the greatest 
good for the greatest number. 
Further, she has made no firm 
stand against race — class—or 
color-prejudice.”’ 
S.C. Wooing Quebec 

Said Mr. Coldwell, “That is a 
statement of fact which should 
give us food for thought. Yet 
persons who arrogate to them- 
selves the name of Christian De- 
mocracy, are wooing the province 
of Quebec by publishing, in serial 
form, in the Social Credit organ, 
a French translation of a libellous 
anti-semitic forgery called ‘The 
Protocols of Zion,’’ designed to 
arouse race hatred against our 
Jewish fellow-citizens, and they 
are at the same time defending 
our economic system which has al- 
lowed the natural resources of the 
world to be tied up for the benefit 
of a few, with a selfish profit 
motive—a system which in very 
truth enslaves us to the whims and 
dictates of vested interests.” 


C.C.F. CLUB NO. 1 
PLANS BUSY YEAR 


CALGARY.--C.C.F. Club No. 1 
meeting in the Labor Temple on 
Wednesday evening, heard reports 
from three executive meetings, 
endorsed their recommendation as 
follows: that a portion of every 
regular meeting be devoted to an 
educational subject; heard reports 
from some of the district can- 
vasers; set up, at Mr. Sykes’ re- 
quest, an advisory committee to 
assist him in his duties as an 
officer in the Provincial Exec- 
utive; were told that the Provin- 
cial Office in the Alberta Block 
is now ready for use, and that 
executives, committees and even 
small clubs can make use of it; 
instructed Mr. Pinnell to secure 
No. 6 Hall, Labor Temple, if pos- 
sible, for regulir meetings, prefer- 
ably on Tuesday or Thursday; 
were informed that a young peo- 
ple’s club will be set up at an 
early date; and that the sum of 
$329.00 had been collected in 
fees alone by the club, and for- 
warded to Edmonton. 


Liesemer Speaks 


A. J. E. Liesemer, M.L.A., 


speaker for the educational hour, 


Woodsworth House, 
Ottawa. 


February 11, 1947. 


.“By decision of the National 
Council of the C.C.F., a petition 
will -be circulated throughout Can- 
ada during the next two months, 
demanding an old age pension of 
not less than $50.00 per month 
to start at the age of 65, without 
any means test, together with a 
cost-of-living supplement, invalid- 
ity supplement, and free medical, 
dental, optical and hospital care— 
all to be paid in full from the Dom- 
inion Treasury. 

“At its recent meeting, the Na- 
tional Council requested the gov- 
ernment to indicate in the Throne 
Speech that they will raise the old 
age pensions to this amount. The 
Prime Minister has indicated that 
some amendment to the Old Age 
Pensions Act is contemplated, but 
there is no suggestion that the 
aged people of Canada will re- 
ceive a pension adequate to give 
them a life of some security and 
dignity. 

Cruel and Unnecessary 

“On the contrary, Mr. King’s 
statement made clear that the| 
present pitiable pension will con-| 
tinue for some months and, that 
legislation giving ‘something in 


addition’ will come sometime latey 
What the ‘something in additioy: 
may be, we were hot told. All wje 
know definitely is that there j 
to be more delay. The CCP 3 
condemns this as cruel and yp, 
necessary. : 

“The C.C.I. believes that ele. 
mentary justice demands a gene. 
ous increase in the old age pep. 
sion, and that $50.00 a month jg 
the minimum that should be givey 
to our aged. Further, the C.CF 
also believes that the pension ff 
should start at an age when Deo. 
ple can enjoy it while they are 
still alive. The present PYovision 
of niggardly pensions at 70 js , 
travesty of justice. 

“Finally, the C.C.F. believes 
that the vast majority of the Ca. 
nadian people are anxious to pro. 
vide adequate old age pensions 
and are fully’ behind the C.cr 
policy. This is the reason for the { 
petition which will be circulated 
from one end of Canada to the 
other, and which will be presented 
to Parliament with, it is hoped, 
hundreds of thousands of signa. § 
tures.”’ — 

(Signed) 

FRANK SCOTT, 
National Chairman. 
DAVID LEWIS, 
National Secretary. 


will receive more help from back- 
benchers during the coming session 
of the provincial legislature, than 
formerly. Mr. Liesemer in his ad- 
dress dealt mainly with Educa- 
tional and Labor problems. ‘‘Edu- 
cation in this province is in a 
crisis,” he declared, ‘towing main- 
ly to a shortage of teachers, and 
the employment of ‘sitters’ and so 
called supervisors, in a large num- 
ber of schools.” ‘The solution 
obviously lies in larger expendi- 
tures of money for education in 
order to train and attract qualified 
teachers.” 

He pointed out that while Al- 
berta had a surplus of $10 million 
last year, it had a shortage of 
2000 teachers, and that this can 
only be remedied by larger pro- 
vincial grants.” ; 

“Ontario contributed 55% of 
educational costs, British Colum- 
bia 50%, Alberta 21%, and al- 
though, Hon. Mr. Ansley had inti- 
mated that this might be increased 
to 27%, continued pressure by the 
Educational Council may result 
in a larger grant,’’ Mr. Liesemer 
said, ‘for city and rural taxpayers 
cannot be called upon to increase 
their educational costs.” 


Labor Legislation 

Every three years Labor Legis- 
lation comes up for revision, and 
this is the year. Mr. Liesemer 
told of the successful effort that 
he and Mr. Roper had made to 
have Labor representations made 
to the Committee of the House, 
but had noticed the difference be- 
tween their reception and that of 
the Manufacturers’ Association. 
By frequent repetions some folk 
have, in all probability, come to 
believe the statement ‘Alberta has 
the best Labor legislation in Can- 
ada,”’ but Mr. Liesemer by making 
some comparisons with Saskatche- 
wan, showed that this was far from 
the truth. His address was listened 
to with unusually good attention, 
and was followed by a question 
period. 

To Meet February 25 

Ossie Pinnell, who presided in 
the absence of the president, Ken 
Stuart, announced that the next 
meeting will be held in the Reli- 
ance Hall, on the evening of 
February 25, and that the speaker 
will be Miss G. Dynes,—the topic, 
“An International Problem.’”’ Mem- 
bers and prospective mémbers will 
please keep this date in mirid. | 

(N.B.) No. 6. Hall, Labor 
Temple has: been secured for the 
regular meetings of No. 1 Club, 
for the next three months, at 


is hopeful that the C.C.¥. members least.) -—E. P. 
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PENSIONERS ARE 
LET DOWN BY S.C. 
SAYS LIESEMER 


“You will never get $60 a 
month at 60 and 55 as long as the 
money has to come out of taxes,” 
A. J. E. Liesemer, M.L.A., told the 
Calgary branch of the Alberta Old 
Age Pensioners’ Association at 
their regular meeting in Victoria 
School, last Wednesday. 

Social Security for all, which 
should start with a decent living 
for people in their declining years, 
was the object of the C.C.F., the 
speaker said, but there would 
never be money enough until gov- 
ernments went into business for 
themselves and used for social 
services some of the huge profits 
that now go into the hands of 
monopoly corporations. ‘‘And,’’ he 
reminded the audience, ‘‘no Liber- 
al Government or Tory-Social 
Credit Coalition will ever do that. 
They will all taik social security, 
but only the C.C.F. has the practi- 
cal way of raising enough money 
to turn the talk into achievement.” 


Mr. Liesemer pointed out that 
the Provincial Government had 
its responsibility to Old Age Pen- 
sioners for health services. He 
reminded them that Mr. Roper 
and he had introduced a motion 
to supply full health services to 
them and to recipients of Mothers’ 
Allowances and the Legislature 
had unanimously voted for it, the 
Social Credit Cabinet had refused 
to provide the money—once more 
they had talked big but done 
nothing. ‘I know many of you 
consider yourselves faithful Social | 
Crediters, but all I can say is that 
Social Credit has let you down. | 
If you lived in Saskatchewan 
under the C.C.F. you would ‘be 
getting full free health care 
right now.” 


Advisory Council 
Named _ for British 


Engineering Trade 


OTTAWA, (CPA).—-The Brit: 
ish Minister of Supply has at 
nounced ‘the establishment of a! 
advisory council for the engineer 
ing industry. ‘Fhe council, over 
which the Minister will preside 
will consist of ten representative § 
of the trade unions and ten of the 
employers, and will form a char 
nel for the exchange of views be 
tween the government and the it 
dustry. In making his announce § 
ment, Mr. Wilmot paid tribute 
the work of the advisory councils 
already established in connectio! 
with the mator, machine tool, avd 
gauge and tool industrits. 


